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10 
Romans 12:1—13:14 

 
Memory Verses (underlined required): 
 

9:6; 10:4; 10:9-10; 10:17; 11:22; 11:33 
 
 
12:1-2 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship.  
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
12:4-5 
4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not 
all have the same function,  
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another. 
 
13:1 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God. 
 
13:14 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
 

 
Objectives:  

o Stir our consciences to humility and consecrated worship; 
o To understand the multiple appeals to humility; 
o To understand the differing gifts listed; and  
o To understand Love and its place with believers and enemies 

 
Quotes: 

1. “Doctrine without exhortation makes men all brain, and no heart; exhortation 
without doctrine makes the heart full, but leaves the brain empty. Both together 
make a man.”  

2. “Men cannot practice unless they know, and they know in vain if they practice 
not.”  

 
In this chapter Paul makes multiple appeals to humility. See if you can see his theme. 
 

V. Service—Righteousness Demonstrated (12:1—15:13) 
 

Wuest gives a succinct introduction to this section: 
 

“We come now to a new major section of the letter.  In chapters 1-8, Paul 
explains the doctrines of condemnation, justification, sanctification and 
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glorification.  In chapters 9-11, he explains to Israel why the Abrahamic and 
Davidic covenants have not been fulfilled [yet].  Now, in chapters 12-16, the 
apostle exhorts to a life in conformity with the exalted position in which chapters 
1-8 place the believer, and in view also of the God-given ability which the 
believer has to live such a life.  Doctrine must always preceded exhortation since 
in doctrine the saint is shown his exalted position which makes the exhortation to 
a holy life, a reasonable one, and in doctrine, the saint is informed as to the 
resources of grace he possesses with which to obey the exhortations.”1 

 
This section kicks of with “Therefore…” – a cause to pause and reflect back on the logical 
flow and grand truths of the previous chapters. 

 
Wuest continues: 
 

“Thus, in view of the fact that we are justified persons, righteous in our standing 
before God, we are under obligation to live a righteous life.  In view of the fact 
that we are objects of the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification, we are to live those 
lives in the spiritual energy He supplies.  In view of that fact that we are yet to 
be glorified, we look forward to our Lord’s coming, and purify our lives.  Thus, 
the exhortations are to be obeyed in view of the contents of and through the 
enablements which chapters 1-8 provide.”2 

 
 

A. In the church body (12:1-21) 
 

Our logical responses to who God is and what He has done (not attempting to pay 
Him back, but glorifying Him by enjoying this eternal life to the fullest). The first 
logical response that will take place in a person having experienced the salvation that 
is only found in Jesus, is to give one’s life to God. Our responses are to: 
 
(1) give ourselves wholly unto God, a living sacrifice – which utterly pleases God (vv. 

1-2) [humility before God] 
 
(2) give ourselves fully to service for God, using the various giftings He has 

bestowed for the sake of others (vv. 3-8) [humility in spiritual gifts and service] 
 
(3) live a life of holiness or stated in other words, a life like Jesus Christ (vv. 9-21) 

[humility in the body of Christ and all other relationships] 
 
These are descriptions of the “newness of life” in the Spirit (6:4, 8:2) we now have 

 
 

1. All of life is worship (vv. 1-2) 
 

Does God care about the when, where and how of worship? 
• Does God care about the place? (John 4:21-23) 
• What about how we look externally (or say) when we worship Him? 

(Matthew 15:8) 
 

a. Offer yourself to God (v. 1) 

                                                 
1
 Kenneth S. Wuest, Romans in the Greek New Testament, 204.  

2
 Ibid. 
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Key words: 

 
I appeal to/beseech you (parakaleō) = “I beg of you, please” 
 
therefore – an important transition, reaching back to the 

thought-pattern of truths in chs. 1-11 
 
by the mercies of God – think of the mercies already discussed: 

justification, sanctification, glorification (and 
predestination, election, etc.)  

o Likely specifically the content of chs. 1-8, but certainly 
related to chs. 9-11 as well) 

 
present/offer (paristēmi) = “to place beside or near, to present, 

to offer, to put at one’s disposal” (also used in 6:13; the 
concept is seen in Luke 2:22) 

 
living sacrifice – in contrast with slain or dead sacrifices 

• Old testament sacrifices were offerings of dead 
animals, but the individual Christian’s sacrifice is 
living (voluntary – present your bodies) 

• Which to God is Holy, acceptable, reasonable 
• Total life submission and sacrifices - the problem 

with living sacrifices, is that they always are able to 
crawl off the altar. 

• A life surrendered to God will take on His 
characteristics: Holy.  A lack of holiness is a tell-tale 
sign of an unsurrendered life (living for me, but not 
doing it very well; destroying myself instead of 
submitting to God).  

• A holy life is well-pleasing to God 
 

acceptable to God (euraeston) – from arestos, “acceptable, 
pleasing, approved, satisfactory” and eu, “good, well,” 
the combination meaning something that is eminently 
satisfactory, or extra-ordinarily pleasing. 

 
reasonable (logikos) = “rational, agreeable to reason, following 

reason” 
o Synonymous with rational, that is in full use of 

the mind and soul, and internal rather than 
external  

 
o Vine adds, “The sacrifice is to be intelligent, in 

contrast to those offered by ritual and 
compulsion; the presentation is to be in 
accordance with the spiritual intelligence of 
those who are new creatures in Christ and are 
mindful of the mercies of God.”3 

                                                 
3
 W.E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old 

and New Testament Words (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1996), 509-10. 
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o Chrysostom writes, “How can the body 

become a sacrifice?  Let the eye look on no 
evil, and it is a sacrifice.  Let the tongue 
utter nothing base, and it is an offering.  Let 
the hand work no sin, and it is a [sacrifice 
wholly consumed by fire].” 

 
� But, we also must think of the positive 

effects of such a consecration.  (It is 
more than abstinence from sin.)   

 
 

 
b. The renewing mind (v. 2) 

i. Having the Word saturate and control the life 
ii. The Holy Spirit must renew the mind 

(a) Compare verse 2 with 1:23, 28 
(i) What is the essence of the depraved mind? 

(a) Exchanging (trading) the glory of 
God for the glory of creation 

 
(b) Understand the value of bringing all thoughts 

captive to the mind of Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 10:5) 
(c) “renewal” (anakainōsis) occurs in only one other 

place in the NT: Titus 3:5 where Paul says this: 
“[God] saved us, not because of works done by us 
in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
conformed (sunschēmatizō, adj.) = “to fashion or shape one 

thing like another” 
o Also, as Wuest adds, “schēmatizō  - the act of 

an individual assuming an outward expression 
that does not come from within him, nor is it 
respresentative of his inner heart life. The 
prefixed preposition sun adds to the meaning of 
the verb the idea of assuming an expression 
patterned after some definite thing.”4 

 
o Like the verb form (summorphous) = “to bring 

to the same form with” (as in 8:29); morphē 
speaks of an outward expression of an inward 
reality or nature (see transformed, below) 

 
o This world works very hard to form people (and 

it happens by default).  Sameness.  
� And we’re not talking about superficial 

conformity (fashion, trends). It’s inward, 
not outward.  The core of our lives. 

 
                                                 

4
 Kenneth S. Wuest, Romans in the Greek New Testament, 206.  
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• Are we being conformed to Christ or to the 
world? (See 1 John 2:15-17) 

 
world (aion) = spirit of the age; Trench defines: “All that floating 

mass of thoughts, opinions, maxims, speculations, 
hopes, impulses, aims, aspirations, at any time current 
in the world, which it may be impossible to seize and 
accurately define, but which constitute a most real and 
effective power, being the moral or immoral atmosphere 
which at every moment of our lives we inhale, again 
inevitably to exhale.”5 

 
transformed (metamorphoomai) – act of a person changing his 

or her outward expression to a different one, the true 
representation of the inner being 

o Same word translated “transfigured” in Matthew 
17:2 

� The inward reality of Jesus (God’s glory) 
was unveiled for the three disciples to 
see 

� Change from an inferior � superior 
form 

� Clarke comments: “appear as new 
persons, and with new habits, as God 
has given you a new form of worship”6 

 
renewing (anakainōsis) = “a renewal, renovation, complete 

change for the better” 
o See Colossians 3:10 

 
discern/prove (dokimazō) = “to put to the test for the purpose 

of approving, and finding that the thing tested meets the 
specifications laid down, to put one’s approval upon it” 

 
will of God (thelēma tou Theou) – determination, choice, 

purpose, decree, volition, desire, pleasure, will 
 
perfect (teleios) = “brought to its end, finished, wanting nothing 

necessary to completeness” 
 

c. This work (enabling us to make all of life by worship to God) must 
be done by the Holy Spirit – doubly 

i. Staring at Jesus: 2 Corinthians 3:18: “And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  

(a) What does the Spirit do to “transform” us into the 
image of the God-exalting Son of God? He enables 

                                                 
5
 Richard Chenevix Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament, Digitixed by Ted Hildebrandt, 

Gorden College, Wenham, MA, March 2006. 
6
 Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the New Testament, Volume 2, Electronic STEP 

Files (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Parsons Technology, Inc., 1999). 
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us to “behold (stare at) the glory of the Lord.” This 
is how the mind is renewed—by consistently staring 
at the weightiness of Christ’s infinite worth (His 
glories) 

ii. The Spirit’s double work 
(a) from the outside—in  

(i) He must work from the outside in by 
exposing the mind to the truth of Jesus. 

(ii) That is, he must lead us to hear the gospel, 
to read the Bible, to study writings of great, 
spiritual men who exalt Jesus, and to 
meditate on the perfections of our Savior.  

(iii) This is exactly what our great enemy does 
not want us to do according to 2 Corinthians 
4:4, “The god of this world [Satan] has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to 
keep them from seeing the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ.” Because to 
see that for what it really is, Paul says, will 
renew the mind and transform the life and 
produce unending worship. 

(b) from the inside—out 
(i) breaking the hard heart that blinds and 

corrupts the mind. (The Spirit must work 
from the outside in, as the Shy Sovereign, 
He points to the truth of Jesus, and from the 
inside out, through truth-embracing 
humility.)  

(ii) If He only worked from the outside in, by 
presenting Christ’s truth to our minds but 
not breaking the hard heart and making us 
humble, then the truth would be despised 
and rejected. And if He only humbled the 
hard heart, but put no Christ-exalting truth 
before the mind, there would be no Christ to 
embrace and no worship would happen. 

 
 

2. God-assigned gifts in and for the body (vv. 3-8) 
a. Everything written in Romans 12 is a description of the way the new 

self—the new mind and new heart—thinks and feels and acts. We 
need to saturate our minds with this God-breathed (see 2 Timothy 
3:16-17) description of life.  These exhortations are not optional.  

b. A life lived as a sacrifice to God in love becomes useful for others, 
specifically in the Church, among God’s people 

c. A humble attitude – thinking rightly (v. 3a) 
i. Humility is an attractive quality of character 
ii. Grammatically, the phrase reveals that “humility is the 

immediate effect of self-surrender to God.”7 
d. God has dealt each one a measure of faith (v. 3b) 
e. Unified in Christ (vv. 4-5) 

                                                 
7
 Gifford, as quoted by Wuest, 209. 
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For as in one body we have many members, and the members do 
not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of another. 

i. (v. 5) “one body in Christ”—“In Christ” – what this means is 
that the union with Christ that made it possible for us to 
have His righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21) and be justified 
is the same union that makes it possible for us become one 
body and be unified 

(a) Think back to 8:1:  “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  

(b) So “in Christ” our condemnation is taken away and 
we are justified. And here Paul says, “We, though 
many, are one body in Christ.” 

(c) “in Christ” we are justified, and “in Christ” we are 
unified 

ii. function (praxis, “office”) = “a mode of acting or a function” 
(a) Unity in diversity 
(b) Not independence, nor strict one-side dependence, 

but interdependence 
 

f. Using God’s gifts (vv. 6-8) 
i. A believer’s consecration to God and his/her transformed 

lifestyle is demonstrated in his exercising his or her spiritual 
gifs in the body of Christ.  (Lack of selfish ambition.) 

ii. gifts (charisma) = “extraordinary powers, distinguishing 
certain Christians and enabling them to serve the Church of 
Christ, the recipient of which  

(a) See other lists in Ephesians 4, 1 Cor. 12-14, 1 Peter 
4 

iii. grace (charis) – “unmerited favor”; thus, the God’s gifts are 
His ‘graces’ 

(a) prophecy  
 

• proportion (analogia) – a mathematical term 
• interpret divine revelation according to the 

strength, clarity, wisdom, diligence and 
intelligence their faith supplies 
(proportionally) 

• Prophecy must always align with 
God’s revealed truth, the Bible 

• See the test of 1 Thess. 5:19-21 
• Predominantly not prediction (foretelling) 

but proclamation (forth-telling)  
 

(b) service/ministry (diakonia) – as a servant; any work 
of practical nature and action (within a specific 
sphere) 

• Can be related to all the other gifts in this 
list 

 
(c) teaching 

• aimed at the mind/intellect 
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(d) exhortation   
• aimed at the heart and will 
• both are to stir the conscience 

 
(e) giving 

• generously, actually “simplicity,” that is free 
from pretence or hypocrisy or strings 
attached (see 2 Cor. 9:8) 

• A special gift of insight and giving with 
God’s creativity; more than just dollar 
amounts 

 
(f) leading 

• leading/ruling (ho proistēmi) = “he who is 
placed in front” 

• A place of authority or responsibility 
• Diligence is the key trait (from the 

verb form spoudazō) = “to make 
haste, to do one’s best, take care, 
desire” 

 
(g) mercy 

• cheerfulness (hilarotēs) = “cheerfulness, 
readiness of mind” 

• A person is others-centered, joyful and 
willing to extend mercy (for we have 
obtained mercy ourselves) 

• This one, as the others, is a gift beyond the 
normal graces expected in the Christian life 
– it is above-and-beyond, extra-special, and 
enabled by God through the Spirit 

 
 

What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? 
• Are any gifts more valuable/important than others? 

How are we to use them? 
 
 

 
 
3. Marks of true Christianity in the church body (vv. 9-21) 
 

a. A flowing argument from love (v. 9) to good (v. 21), understanding 
God’s goodness and sovereignty in wrath (He will sort everything 
out).  His part as the sovereign is to judge, ours is to show mercy. 

 
i. Love, humility and mercy displayed towards:  

(a) the Body of Christ, vv. 9-13 
(b) everybody else, vv. 14-21 
(c) Sums up all relationships 
 

ii. Note: The Bible is the only book in the whole world that 
when it states a command, it comes with the authority of 
the Author to carry out that command, the knowledge of 
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how to do it, and the ability to perform it. God’s Truth has 
the ability to transform us through the Spirit. (His commands 
are His enablements.) 

 
b. Love and mercy in the church (vv. 9-13) 

 
o 11 commands in just this section; the transformed life has a 

practical outworking 
 

9a Let love be genuine.  
• genuine (without hypocrisy) = not two-faced: 

showing one emotion on one face, while another 
opposite emotion is hidden on another face. A fake, 
a fraud. That does not mean we have to always 
wear our emotions on our sleeves every moment of 
the day, but fakeness cannot be condoned on any 
level. Flattery is hypocrisy. 

• The key to this command is the word LOVE. It 
carries the greatest weight of perhaps any world in 
our vocabulary, and perhaps that is why when love 
is not sincere it disappoints like nothing else. 

• Agape love: there was a word for love in ancient 
Greek that was never really used in normal daily 
vocabulary. They employed different words for love, 
such as phileo (fondness, brotherly affection) and 
areos (erotic desire or infatuation) but there was a 
word for love in its complete sense was only used to 
describe God, agape. 

• Because His love is unconditional, perfect, and it 
does not run dry, this word is the only one which 
can come close to describing God’s kind of love. 
That is the word Paul employs in verse 9 – we are to 
love the way God loves. 

 
9b Abhor what is evil (negative); hold fast to what is good 

• God acknowledges there is something in this world 
called evil.  

o “Sin isn’t bad because it’s forbidden; it’s 
forbidden because it’s bad.” 

• There is a price to be paid for sin, and for evil; some 
time people have to pay a price for sin/evil that is 
not even their own. In Heaven there is no evil; but 
here on earth is – ask yourself one question: Do I 
abhor evil?  

• Think on this: If evil were a person, he should not 
only be ignored, but shunned. He should have no 
friends to speak of. Make sure yourself that you are 
not a friend of evil, even to eat lunch with him. But 
evil is not a person, and actually is not even a 
“thing.” It is a quality. Something is evil if it is 
against God & not of His holiness. Am I the friend of 
what is evil; or do I abhor evil? Furthermore, how 
does one decide what is evil? God has listed some 
things He hates; be sure you hate them too.  
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• If something tries to lessen your view of God, to 
dampen your love for Him, to take you away from 
Him and from loving and serving Him, then that 
thing is evil, no matter what else it might be called. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cling to what is good (positive) 
• Glue yourself to goodness 
• When you first believed in Christ, was their evil and 

sin you had to turn from?  
 

o If good were a person, he should be the 
most liked, the one we call all the time, 
text message, and spend our late hours 
with. No time with evil, all our time with 
good.  

 
• cling = “glue, fasten, stick.” Abhor what is evil. 

Glue yourself to what is good. 
 
10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor.  

• Showing preference for one another (not a selfish 
attitude) 

 
11 Do not be slothful in zeal,  

• “Idle time is the Devil’s workshop” 
• Diligence – It is the equivalent to the Old Testament 

command “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 

 
 

 
   be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord 

• fervent = boiling molten. Are you “on fire” for God? 
What has happened?  

• Acts 18:25 of Apollos – he was melting for God, he 
was so hot 

 
 

12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 
in prayer.  

• These three are joined  
• A person who is constantly going to God in all things 

will exercise a patience only God could give, and will 
have joy being words. Have you ever met a person 



© Jeff Patterson | NT 134 | Spring 2008 99 ROMANS   

who was so joyful in life, but had suffered so much 
– didn’t you feel rebuked?  

• tribulation (thlipsis)= being pressed or crushed 
• God is teaching each one of us perseverance in 

every aspect of our lives.  It is always too soon to 
quit. 

• We cry out to God, desperate, broken, needy, and 
desiring His love and power to be displayed – prayer 

 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints … 

• distribute/contribute (koinōnēo) = “to enter into 
fellowship, make one’s self a sharer or partner” 

• We the church are the safety need of those in need 
 

Seek to show hospitality 
• Generosity 
• given (diōkō) = “to pursue, to seek after eagerly” 

 
Note: As we do some self-examination here, we must remember that 
while these things are impossible in their entirety, there once lived a Man 
who lived like this. And He still lives. And for us who are in Christ, He 
lives in us.  

 
From speaking of our relationship with other believers, God 
shifts to speaking of our wider relations to all people, especially 
those we are not friends with (our enemies). 
 

c. Love and mercy towards the unbelieving world (vv. 14-21) 
i. We should actually treat everyone as if they were our 

‘enemy’ (read on…) 
ii. We present the Gospel in how we response to our 

adversaries – in mercy 
 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
 
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.  
 
17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all.  
 
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 
all.  
 
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 
God, for it is written,  

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” (Deut. 
32:35, also Heb. 10:30) 

 
20 To the contrary,  
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“if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 
burning coals on his head.” (Prov. 25:21-22) 

• What is the cultural example (and thus lasting 
principle) being taught here? 

• What are the “burning coals”? 
 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

Do you see both mercy and justice here? You who are mistreated do not 
take justice into your hands. Do not seek vengeance. Does that mean 
there will be no justice? Does it mean there is no vengeance? No.  
Vengeance is God’s. 

� Verse 19 says, “Leave it to the wrath of God.”  There is 
vengeance and justice. God will sort everything out. Either your 
adversary will pay his debt in hell, or he will repent and trust 
Christ, so that his debt is paid at the cross.  

� All wrongs will be punished.  
• In God’s universe forgiveness does not mean that some 

crimes receive no punishment. All sin will be punished 
(or has been) 

• It means that some crimes are punished in the suffering 
of a substitute: “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all” (Isaiah 53:6) 

o Christ Himself bore the wrath of Almighty God 
for the exceeding sin of the world 

� When believers are persecuted and martyred for faith in Christ, 
where is Jesus?  He is standing in Heaven storing up wrath. 

 
 

Love and good triumph over evil in the form of mercy (not getting what 
one deserves as payback).  

 
 

Which area(s) do you sense God correcting you in?  
• Having sincere love for others 
• Hating evil 
• Gluing yourself to what is good 
• Preferring others above yourself 
• Being diligent and serving God 
• Not allowing wrath to overtake you 
• Blessing those who hurt you 
• Loving your enemies 
Note: When you feel condemned, it is never really very specific; you just 
feel like a failure (vague sense). But when God convicts, He always puts 
His hand on something – He is specific. 
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B. In society (13:1-14) 
 
Why the transition? Six reasons: 
 

1. Romans 12:2: "Do not be conformed to this world [or this age].” This 
foundational command put the church on a collision course with secular 
society.  The world is not your home, don't be like it. There also is the 
contextualization (or indigenous) principle: “become all things to all men,” 1 
Corinthians 9:22)  We are citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20) and must 
make the counter-cultural life of Christ known in this world. 

a. So the question of the church in Rome would naturally arise: How 
shall we think about Caesar? Do we support him or not? How do the 
pilgrim principle and the indigenous principle work in relation to civil 
authority?  This same question came to Jesus (in Mark 12:13-17), 
and now the question comes to Paul. 

2. Jesus possesses all authority and has stated so (Matthew 28:18).  
And when one confesses "Jesus is Lord!" that statement also becomes a 
political one (even if not intended to be). That is, if Jesus is Lord (and directs 
the lives of His followers) then Caesar is not lord. Remember that is one of 
the reasons why Jesus was killed. The crowds intimidated Pilate with the 
words, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15), and argued that the 
followers of Jesus have another king, meaning they are subversive and 
treasonous.  

a. Romans 8:34-38 meets this head on when it states: "[Christ] was 
raised . . . [and] is at the right hand of God."  Jesus, when He was 
raised became known as “King of kings and Lord of lords” 
(Revelation 19:16; 17:14) that is, King over all earthly kings. So 
when Paul says, “There is no authority except from God,” he is 
talking not just about God the Father but also God the Son.  
Christians know that whatever authority is given to man has first 
been given to Jesus Christ. 

b. But then in that same section (8:34-38) we read that the faithful 
subjects of King Jesus are “being killed all day long” by the 
“sword”—the sword of Romans 13:4, the sword of the State.  Then 
we read that “neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers [the rulers 
of Romans 13:3!] . . . will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” So, the question arises, How do we 
relate to rulers who slaughter Christians? How does God – how 
Christ who rose from the dead -- relate to rulers who treat Christians 
like sheep to be slaughtered? Romans 13:1-7 is not coming out of 
nowhere. 

c. As residents in Rome, Paul’s initial readers were aware of both the 
glory and the shame of that city in the days of Nero, who reigned 
from AD 54 to 68, and persecuted Christians.  

3. All of chapter 12 appeals to mercy, beginning with the mercies of 
God—“ I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God” (v. 1)—
and it comes to a climax with a repeated call to a life of mercy. Verse 9: “Let 
love be genuine.” Verse 13: Contribute to the needs of the saints. Verse 14: 
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.” Verse 17: 
“Repay no one evil for evil.” Verse 19: “Beloved, never avenge yourselves.” 
Verse 20: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him.” 

a. The sheer power of a merciful life towards others who.  But is it that 
simple?  Is that how all evil in the world is to handled?  Is there 
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anything else to say?  Paul now answers there is more to say about 
how evil is handled in the world (13:1-7).  

b. The shift goes from the personal (individual) to the corporate (civil) 
view.  

4. The teachings of Jesus are coming into light here, specifically on 
the issue of humility (submission) in the realm of giving one’s 
resources for the benefit of the government: paying taxes. This 
concept arises in 13:6-7.  Taxes do speak of respect and honor.  Remember, 
about 25 years earlier, the Jewish leaders asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” (Mark 
12:14). Jesus answered, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
to God the things that are God's” (Mark 12:17). So here we are 20 years 
later and the same question needs to be addressed. Should we pay taxes to 
Christ-denying, secular governments, Paul? Answer, yes, you should. 

5. The other specific situation that may have given rise to Romans 
13:1-7 is referred to in Acts 18:2: “And [Paul] found a Jew named 
Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome.”  That 
expulsion would have included Jewish Christians. And it may be that the 
expulsion was owing to insubordinate behavior (we don’t know the 
specifics).  Romans was written about AD 55-57 only about 5-7 years after 
this expulsion/scattering.  So Paul, in conversation with Priscilla and Aquila 
would be very sensitive to the issue of church-state relations.  This 
underlying historical fact cannot be overlooked.  

6. Lastly, it can be noted that in general the Jewish people were 
notoriously poor citizens when governed by and outside ruling 
party, specifically the Gentiles.  Some Jews believed and taught that on 
the basis of Deut. 17:15 (“you may indeed set a king over you whom the 
Lord your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as 
king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your 
brother.”) – that to acknowledge a Gentile ruler was in fact treason to God 
and sinful.  Thus, as a result of this attitude spreading in the church among 
the Gentiles as well, there could be a cry for anarchy and thus a loss of the 
witness of Jesus among the community, and a resistance to God.  

a. We can understand the Jewish mindset, for they where given a land 
and a country, and were not originally designed to have an earthly 
king. 

b. The Body of Christ is totally different, for we have a Great 
Commission to all nations (Go!). He is not going to give us a 
Christian country (nor would that serve His purposes or bring Him 
glory).  We will all be righteous in Heaven one day.  For now, we are 
sojourners and foreigners in this place.  

c. The church was sent out to make disciples of the world and that 
couldn’t happen if the church took up the same attitude as the 
Jewish nationalist attitude. 
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Recapping: 
1. Do not be conformed to this world 
2. Jesus is Lord, not Caesar 
3. There is more to how evil is handled; personal mercy and ruling punishment 

(individual v. civil) 
4. Shall we pay taxes? 
5. Jews expulsed from Rome 
6. Poor citizens 

 
 

1. Ruling authority comes from God (vv. 1-7) 
 

Piper comments, “Here is the theme of God’s establishment of every 
government in the world today and that has ever been in history. And, by 
implication, God's sovereign disestablishment of every government in the 
world that has ever ceased to be.8 
 

a. Remember: God is the creator of government. He likes order. He 
created it. 

 
b. A civil leader is God’s servant, a concept often forgotten today. 

i. By commending those who do right (v. 3), a civil leader 
himself does good (v. 4).  

ii. But on the other hand he bears arms (the sword) as God’s 
servant, referring to the death penalty or military force.  

iii. The second time in this verse Paul referred to the ruler this 
way (cf. v. 6), as an agent of wrath. Every government is 
called by God to do whatever is necessary to keep order and 
peace in a country. 

iv. Governmental force, properly used, helps prevent tyranny 
and executes justice; it brings punishment on the 
wrongdoer. 

 
c. A Christian has two reasons to be submissive to civil authorities — 

one external and one internal (v. 5): 
i. External (from God): to avoid possible punishment (lit., “the 

wrath”)  
ii. Internal (one’s conscience): to heed his conscience, which 

prods him to obey God’s ordinances. 
 

d. A Christian’s responsibility to civil authorities involves more than 
obedience (vv. 1, 5).   

i. It also includes support by paying taxes (cf. Matt. 22:21; 
Mark 12:13-17).  

ii. Governing costs money and God recognizes taxes as the 
way to finance them.  

iii. Questions: What are we to do when we are upset with the 
political leaders and laws of our country?  Can we oppose 
anything?  How does this work in a democracy?  How about 
in a tyranny? 

                                                 
8
 John Piper, “Subjection to God and Subjection to the State, Part 1,” given June 12, 2005 at 

Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN.  Accessed through www.desiringGod.org. 
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(a) How can we be involved in reforming the laws of our 
country?  How about advocating specific reforms in 
other countries? 

 
iv. Question: when is the only exception?  

(a) The only exception to this is when the government 
requires one to do something contrary to the Word 
and will of God.  

 
(b) There are many examples in the Bible; here are a 

couple:  
(i) Daniel (2:12ff) refusing to worship the king 

of Babylon; also his friends Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego refusing to worship 
Nebuchadnezzar, instead welcoming the 
fiery furnace. 

(ii) Acts 5: with Peter when he was commanded 
not to preach the gospel: “we ought to obey 
God rather than man” (v. 29). 

 
 

2. Fulfill the law through love (vv. 8-14) 
 

a. Have no debt but to love. Have no debt - wow this is a powerful 
verse in light of the world we live in. We are to pay our debts as 
Christians.  

i. (Remember that credit does not exactly equal debt, and we 
are to fulfill our financial obligations. Not forbidding 
borrowing in the verse, in my opinion.) 

 
 

b. These prohibitions—not to commit adultery, murder, steal, nor 
covet—are the 7th, 6th, 8th, and 10th commandments, respectively 
(Exodus 20:13-15, 17). 

i. God’s standard of right and wrong still holds true 
ii. Jesus also taught the Love was the fulfillment of the Law 

and the prophets (Matthew 22:34-40). 
 
 

3. Live in light of the future (vv. 11-14) 
 

a. you know the (present) time (lit. “knowing the season”) 
i. Paul was not referring to time in general but to the end-time 

and to the imminent return of Jesus Christ (the sobering fact 
that Christ could come back at any time) 

ii. It is a time, therefore, for spiritual vigilance and industriousness: 
wake up from your sleep! 

 
b. Our salvation is nearer than when we first believed – Christ’s return, 

redemption from this fallen world, only a short time to share the Gospel 
 
c. let us cast off the works of darkness (notice the metaphor, clothing, 

what takes the place?) – refusing to live as the heathen (whose deeds 
are done in the darkness, lest the light expose it; John 3:19-21) 
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i. put on the armor of light – means living a life of purposeful 
holiness (as a soldier in war; see Ephesians 6:10ff) 

ii. It is protection to live a holy life. We don’t have to worry 
about the repercussions of living a life in the world in sin.  

 
d. let us walk properly – walk (peripateō) = “to conduct one’s self, 

order one’s behavior.”   
i. We are not victims, whether of others or of circumstances.  

We are responsible for our own lives, how we think, act, 
serve God, or not.   

 
e. (v. 13) A whole list of specific sins, which we were consider as 

drunkenness (as at parties, revelry), sex outside of marriage 
(specifically mentioned in koitē, lewdness or orgies), lustful living 
(according to earthly cravings and licentiousness), anger and 
jealousy.    

 
i. Are those things the object of one’s time and attention?  

Then that person is living outside of God’s will.  
 

f. But… (v. 14) put on the Lord Jesus Christ – again, it is a plea to a 
holy life (and the very simple key of it: clothe yourself with Christ’s 
righteousness!)  

i. Broken and needy and trusting Christ for all help in fighting 
sin and embracing a purity of life 

ii. In light of the imminent return of Jesus I should live a holy 
life, and can! 

iii. This mindset purifies the believer and wakes us up (sober) 
 

g. Question: How does one do that?  
i. make no provision for the flesh - care or attention 
ii. do not gratify its desires/appetites 
 

(a) How many opportunities do you have to live 
according to your lusts – when you turn on the 
computer, hear a juicy tidbit of gossip at work, 
consider an opportunity to brag about yourself or 
slander another, to steal, or to spend behind your 
means?  Will the assault ever cease?   

 
(b) We are living in the new time of the day: already, 

but not yet. Let us live like it.  
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Appendix:  
 
May the Mind of Christ, My Savior 
 
May the mind of Christ, my Savior, 
Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and power controlling 
All I do and say. 
 
May the Word of God dwell richly 
In my heart from hour to hour, 
So that all may see I triumph 
Only through His power. 
 
May the peace of God my Father 
Rule my life in everything, 
That I may be calm to comfort 
Sick and sorrowing. 
 
May the love of Jesus fill me 
As the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self abasing, 
This is victory. 
 
May I run the race before me, 
Strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus 
As I onward go. 
 
May His beauty rest upon me, 
As I seek the lost to win, 
And may they forget the channel, 
Seeing only Him. 
 
—Kate Wilkenson, 19139 

 
 
 
 

Wholly Yours 
 
I am full of earth 
You are heaven’s worth 
I am stained with dirt, prone to depravity 
You are everything that is bright and clean 
The antonym of me 
You are divinity 
But a certain sign of grace is this 
From a broken earth flowers come up 
Pushing through the dirt 
                                                 

9
 As first published in Golden Bells 

(London: Children’s Special Service Mission, 

1925), and preserved at www.cyberhymnal.org. 

 
You are holy, holy, holy 
All heaven cries “Holy, holy God” 
You are holy, holy, holy 
I wanna be holy like You are 
 
You are everything that is bright and clean 
And You’re covering me with Your majesty 
And the truest sign of grace was this 
From wounded hands redemption fell down 
Liberating man 
 
You are holy, holy, holy 
All heaven cries “Holy, holy God” 
You are holy, holy, holy 
I want to be holy like You are 
 
But the harder I try the more clearly can I feel 
The depth of our fall and the weight of it all 
And so this might could be the most impossible thing 
Your grandness in me making me clean 
 
Glory, hallelujah 
Glory, glory, hallelujah 
You are holy, holy, holy 
All heaven cries “Holy, holy God” 
You are holy, holy, holy 
I want to be holy God 
 
So here I am, all of me 
Finally everything 
Wholly, wholly, wholly 
I am wholly, wholly, wholly 
I am wholly, wholly, wholly Yours 
 
I am wholly, wholly Yours 
 
I am full of earth and dirt and You 
 
—David Crowder*Band10 

 

                                                 
10

 “Wholly Yours,” David 

Crowder*Band, from A Collision album, 2005. 


