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09 

Romans 9-11 
 
Memory Verses (underlined required): 

 

9:6 
But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel 

 
10:9-10 
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 

in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth 

one confesses and is saved. 
 

10:17 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

 

11:22 
Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those 

who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his 
kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 

 

11:33 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

 

 
 

The end of Romans 8 reaches the summit or apex of the theme of this letter: the righteousness 
of God.  God’s eternal plan, to be completely righteousness while making a people right with 

Him, provides a complete salvation making His chosen believers more than conquerors 
(victorious) over the guilt and power of sin.  Paul argues for the invincible protection believers 

have in Christ, nothing being able to remove God’s love since God’s purpose is to bring all His 

elected ones to justification and then to glory.  
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A few items to keep in mind as we walk into and through this difficult section: 

1. Paul was considered a traitor to the Jewish nation (this brings about the personal 
reason for this discussion). 

2. Romans 9-11 immediately follows the section of celebration for our security in Christ 
(8:31-39) – “Who can separate us from the love of God?”  One might then have 

reason to ask the question, If we are so secure in Christ in this New Covenant, what 
are we to think of the Jewish people, for the were the first chosen people, right, and 
has God abandoned them?  (It is in consideration of this thought process – which 

poses a threat to a right understanding of God’s nature – I believe Paul now directs 
his attention, and forms his doctrinal/theological reason for this section.) 

3. Remember Paul’s missionary pattern of evangelizing and planting churches?  In most 
cases, he first reached out to his brothers and sisters, the Jews, and then would turn 

to the Gentiles.  [Case in point: Acts 18:1-17, where Paul begins to reason with and 

passionately preach about Christ with the Jews, they reject him and Paul then turns 
aside (v. 6) to take his message to the Gentiles (v. 7ff).]  I believe the content of the 

this section (Romans 9-11) is what he would speak about when some would ask 
about God’s love and commitment to the Jewish people, even while ministering 

among the Gentiles. 

4. The Jews as a people were very thankful God was a sovereign choosing God, as long 
as it was to their benefit.  Now, God reveals His election of Gentiles to salvation in 

the same manner as they (believing in God’s Son the Messiah), and they do not like 
it.  

5. Is His election conditional or unconditional? Is it towards individuals, or corporate 
(choosing groups), or both?  

6. We must let God be God and His purposes, plans and motives cannot be judged by 

us, his creatures (11:33), for the glory is all His (v. 36). 

 

Again, in short: 

1. Personal reason: Paul was considered a traitor to the Jewish nation. 

2. Doctrinal reason: Has God failed to keep His OT promises to Israel?  (The very 

character of God was at stake.) 

3. Paul likely had talked through these issues with many Gentiles (and Jews) in his 

missionary and pastoral contexts. 

4. The Jews like God’s ability to choose, as long as they were the benefactors.  

5. Is His election conditional or unconditional? Of individuals, or corporate, or both? 

6. Allow God to be God—give Him the glory He deserves. 

 

 
 

Romans 9-11 is three parts: 
 

9—Israel’s past ______________________ 

10—Israel’s present ______________________ 

11—Israel’s future ______________________ 
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Key concepts: 

• God is sovereign 

� He does what He wants, when He wants, with who He wants 
• The persistence of our gracious God to bless His people despite their sinful hardness 

of heart 

 
 

Election: four primary views 

(There are many hybrids of these) 
 

   

 
 

Relates to the election-
salvation of people groups 

rather than individuals 

God chooses a group to save, 
but does not select the 

individual group members.  
[They are chosen because 

they are in the chosen group.] 

Not a common view, but 
here’s an example: those who 

believe the Jews will all be 
saved by virtue of their racial 

and national heritage 

(descendents from Abraham) 
being God’s people of promise.  
[Another one: Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and the 144,000 of Revelation.  This 
view is often held by cults (though not 
explained from Rom. 9-11)] 

 
 

Relates to the election-

salvation of individuals rather 
than groups (primarily) 

God foresees faith and 
chooses those for election who 

He knows will choose His Son 

for salvation 
(God knows because He has 

omniscience, but constrains 
Himself to the will and 

decision of humans) 

God chooses apart from any 
merit, and then brings about 

their faith to believe and 

choose His Son for salvation 
(foreknowledge is a loving 

relationship, more than 
knowing the future fact of a 

believers faith) 

[Believers are in the chosen 
group because they are 

chosen as individuals first] 

 
 

IV. __________________________________—Righteousness Declined (9:1—11:36) 
 

A. Israel’s past riches—____________________ (9:1-29) 

 
1. God’s choice brings sadness (9:1-5) 

a. Paul is burdened for the lost in Israel (vv. 1-3) 
i. Is this God’s heart for Israel? 

(a) Isaiah 1:1-20, note vv. 18-19: Repent & live like Me! 
(i) If you are willing and obedient: blessing! 

(ii) If you resist and rebel: cursing! 

(iii) Who’s choice?  Israel’s. 
(iv) How does it turn out? Isaiah 5 (resisted and 

rebelled, and thus await exile in Assyria) 
(v) Hardened blatant sinners headed off to exile 

and death -- and God wants to be with them 

(Isaiah 43), He is their Savior (v. 3) and 
loves them, for they are precious (v. 4).  

Later, He will give His Son for them (Isaiah 
53) 
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(vi) Therefore: God is graciously persistent in 
blessing His people, not giving up on them.  
That is His sovereign choice. 

 
b. Sadness over Israel is justified (vv. 4-5) 

i. Privileges (“they are Israelites, and to them belong…”): 

(a) Adoption as sons 
(b) The glory 

(c) The covenants 
(d) The giving of the Law 

(e) The worship (temple service and access to God) 
(f) The promises 

(g) The fathers (patriarchs) 

(h) “from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who 
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.” 

(i) Note: Glanville Sharp’s grammatical rule 
applies here, where Jesus is rightly declared 

as being God. 

 
2. God’s rejection of some is explained by His sovereign ___________ (9:6-13) 

a. Key point: God’s promises have ___________________ (v. 6a) 
i. has taken no effect/has failed (ekpiptō) = “to fall out of, to 

fall down from, to fail, to fall from a place which one cannot 
keep, to fall powerless, be without effect” 

(a) The tense (perfect) means that not only did God’s 

word not failed to work effectively in the past and is 
still potentially effective in the present.1 

ii. Two kinds of Israelites: “Not all who are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel” (v. 6b) 

(a) Denney explains, “For not all those who are out of 
Israel as a source (the physical nation) these are 
Israel (the spiritual remnant).”2  To be born of the 

patriarchs as descendents does not ensure being a 

part of the people of God.  

(b) _______________ Israel / _______________ Israel 
(see chart, p. 81) 

 
b. Key principle: _______________________________________ 

i. God is free to choose some and reject some 
ii. Illustrated in the descendents of Abraham.  Not all 

descendents were given these promises. 

(a) Ishmael & Isaac (vv. 6-9) 
(i) Isaac inherited the promise, receiving God’s 

distinguishing grace (vv. 7-9) 
(a) God distinguished between 

Abraham’s two descendents (v. 7) 

(b) Children of the flesh (Hagar) and 
children of the promise (Sarah) (vv. 

8-9) 

                                                 
1
 Kenneth S. Wuest, Romans in the Greek New Testament, 157.  

2
 Ibid. 
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(c) Objection: God chose Isaac because 

Ishmael was not really Sarah’s son 
(he was an illegitimate child).  Okay, 

then what about… 
 

(b) Jacob & Esau (vv. 10-13) 

(i) Who are Jacob and Esau and what were 
they like?  Men of tremendous character and 

integrity?  Which one is worse? 
(ii) purpose (v. 11, protithēmi) = “to set before 

one’s self, to propose to one’s self, to 
purpose, to determine” 

(iii) election (noun, eklogē) = the act of picking 

out, choosing” from verb form meaning, “to 
select out of a number” 

(a) the word ordering signifies the 
phrase “according to 

election/selecting out” works as an 

adjective to the word purpose 
(b) Vincent writes, “The phrase signifies 

a purpose so formed that in it an 
election is made.  The opposite of 
one founded upon right or merit.”3 

(iv) God’s free and sovereign choice is not based 

on anything in mankind—election is by God’s 
choice, not by human works (v. 11) 

(a) Jacob was chosen before birth, and 

that free choice by God remained 
even when Esau was the firstborn.  

(v) Not on parents, quality of life (“good or 
bad”), decisions or choices 

(vi) “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (v. 13) 

(a) Distinguishing love: favor one above 
the other [hate (emisēsa from 
miseō) = “hold in disfavor, be 
disinclined to, have relatively little 

regard for”] in contrast to 
preferential treatment 

(b) See also Matthew 10:37ff and Luke 

14:26ff for this love/hate contrast in 
Jesus’ teachings 

(vii) Lesson: there is no one outside the reach of 
God’s grace and mercy.   

(a) No one is good enough that God 

must reward them. 
(b) Which one deserved God’s blessing?  

Who has a claim on God’s mercy? 
(c) No one has a claim on God’s favor. 

 

 
 

 

                                                 
3
 Ibid., 159. 



© Jeff Patterson | NT 134 | Spring 2008 71 ROMANS   

Is it fair for God to have the freedom to choose some and reject 

some? 
Keep in mind: 

1. Man has made his choice in Adam (5:12) 
2. God—being God—has the freedom to choose 

3. God’s rejection of some is defended against two 

objections (9:14-29) 
 

3. God’s rejection of some is defended against two objections (9:14-29) 
 

a. First objection: Is there ________________ in God? (vv. 14-18) 
i. Answer: “May it never be!”  Malachi 1:2-3: God loves His 

people and protects them from their enemies, even when 

their enemies are brothers. 
ii. God’s message to Moses (v. 15-16) 

(a) “I will have mercy on whom(ever) I have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whom(ever) I have 

compassion” (v. 15; Exodus 33:19) 

(b) Key factor: God’s mercy, more than human will or 
exertion (v. 16; runs/exerts = one who tries to do 

works to please God) 
(i) God’s deep, tender love: 

(a) Unconditional election (Ex. 33:19) 
(b) His mercy and forgiveness towards 

His people in the face of deserved 

judgment (do we really want what is 
‘fair’?), and upon the condition of 

their repentance (Deut. 13:17) 
(c) God’s continuing mercy and grace in 

preserving His unrepentant people 

from judgment (2 Kings 13:23) 
(d) This attribute becomes the basis in 

part of an eschatological hope (see 
Isa. 14:1; 49:13; 54:7; Jer. 12:15; 

33:26; Ezek. 34:25; Mic. 7:19; Zech. 

1:16) 
 

(c) Moses chosen over Pharaoh (vv. 17-18) 
(i) God, by design, raised Pharaoh to a place of 

power for the purpose of destroying 
Pharaoh and his army so that He (Yahweh) 

might receive glory from the nations. 

(ii) Conclusion: “So then He has mercy on 
whomever He wills [desires], and He 

hardens whomever He wills [desires]” (v. 
18) 

(a) He wills/desires (thelein) = effective 

to produce the desired outcome (in 
this reference) 

(b) He hardens (skleiroonei) – used 
both of self-hardening and 

hardening by God (in NT: Acts 19:9; 
here in Rom. 9:18; Heb. 3:8, 13, 

15; 4:7) 
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(i) Hardening is a work God 

does for His purposes and 
glory, not according to 

person, but according to His 
choice 

 
• God hardens Pharaoh's heart: Exodus 

4:21; 7:3, 13; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 
11:10: 14:4, 8, 17 

• Pharaoh hardens his own heart: Exodus 
8:15, 32; 9:34; 1 Sam. 6:6 

• Other references to Pharaoh's hardened 
heart: Exodus 7:22; 8:19; 9:7, 35 (see 
also 10:3; 13:5 for more narrative) 

 

This is related to the doctrine of reprobation: 
Two extremes: 

 
God permits evil  �---------------------�  God created evil 
 

 Balanced view:  
Evil comes from creature 
 and  
 God directs it 
 to punishment 

 
 

b. Second objection: Why does He hold us ___________________ 
then? (vv. 19-29) 

i. Who resists God’s will? (v. 19b) 

(a) Most answer this rhetorical question, ‘no one’; I 
believe his point is rather, everyone resists God’s will 
(is that not consistent with the rest of Scripture?  
The one who resists God’s will is a fool) 

(b) God is persistently patient and gracious to His 

people who resist His will 
ii. Is it right to imply that God is somehow responsible for 

mankind’s lost condition?  (No. Man has made his choice and 
is fully responsible.) 

iii. Counterpoints: 

(a) Who are you, O man, to answer back to God? 
(i) Man is in no position to dispute with his 

Creator (vv. 20-21) 
(ii) We owe our very existence to His choice?   

(b) Why have you made me like this? 
(c) Has the potter no right over the clay? 

(i) Distinguishing in how he makes the vessels: 

(a) One for honored use 
(b) One for dishonored (common) use 

iv. God purposes to make all His attributes known by this 
principle of distinguishing grace (vv. 22-24) 

(a) “Vessels of wrath” are endured to show God’s 

patience (v. 22) 
(i) These vessels are those who experience 

God’s wrath 
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(ii) They are “prepared” by God for destruction  

(a) prepared (katartidzo) = “to suit, fit, 
establish” (perfect passive 

participle) 
(b) “having been suited, fitted for (eis, 

to this end) destruction” 
(iii) Several views: 

(a) People fitted themselves for 

destruction (but would require the 
middle voice, not passive) 

(b) Satan fitted them for destruction 
(c) People fitted themselves for Satan’s 

destruction 

(d) God fitted them for destruction in 
His purposes (which is the simplest 

reading of the text) 
(b) He made “vessels of mercy” to show the riches of 

His glory (v. 23) 

(c) God has called Gentiles to faith as well as Jews (v. 
24) 

(i) God extends His mercy independent of a 
person’s position 

(ii) God called out vessels of mercy from among 
both Jew and Gentile nations 

(iii) Yet, none of this should surprise a Bible-

believing Jew – this was God’s plan all along 
v. God called Gentiles to faith and left Israel with a remnant 

(vv. 25-29) 
(a) According to Hosea (2:23; 1:10), God will choose 

Gentiles (vv. 25-26) 

(i) OT: Predicts restoration for wayward 
Israelites, not Gentiles (specifically) 

(ii) Paul rightly applies to the rest of God’s 
people, the Gentiles here (see also 1 Peter 

2:10) 

(b) According to Isaiah (10:22-23), God has chosen a 
remnant out of Israel (vv. 27-29) 

(i) Only a _________________ of the whole 
nation would be saved physically and 

spiritually in the return from the Assyrian 
exile (vv. 27-28) 

(ii) Remember, even this remnant did not earn 

God’s favor (v. 29) 
 

God is free to choose some and reject some.  And His 
choice does raise some objections.  See how Paul meets 

these with Scriptural answers. 

Election: 
1. Undermines pride, self-sufficiency and 

presumption upon God’s grace 
2. Praise erupts because of God’s mercy 

3. Leads to an encouragement to preach the 
Gospel 
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B. Israel’s present _______________________ (9:30—10:21) 

 
1. A summary of Israel’s present state: __________________ (9:30—10:4) 

a. Gentiles have obtained righteousness by faith (v. 30) 
b. Israel sought righteousness through wrong means (v. 31) 

c. Christ the stumbling stone—believing on Him is the key (vv. 32-33) 

d. Reason for this stumbling (10:1-4) 
i. Prayer for salvation (v. 1) 

ii. Zeal without true knowledge (v. 2) 
iii. Seeking righteousness on their own (v. 3) 

iv. Righteousness received by faith, not the Law (v. 4) 
 

2. God’s gracious offer of salvation (10:5-15) 

a. Righteousness and life by the Law? (v. 5) 
b. Righteousness and life by faith (vv. 6-11) 

i. Christ has accomplished: incarnation, resurrection and 
ascension (vv. 6-8) 

(a) He is thus an ever-sufficient and ever-present 

deliverer 
(b) The message has been consistent and available (v. 8) 

ii. Elements of the gospel (vv. 9-11) 
(a) Confess … believe (v. 9) 

(b) Jesus is Lord … God raised Him from the dead 
(i) Heart/mouth connection (belief/repentance 

and confession, v. 10; see Acts 20:21) 

(c) No more shame (v. 11) 
c. Same gospel message for all (vv. 12-13) 

i. No distinction (vv. 12) 
ii. Certainty of receiving salvation (v. 13) 

d. God has one consistent message of salvation to all 

e. The necessity of preaching the Gospel in all the world (vv. 14-15) 
i. How will they hear? (v. 14) 

ii. Who will be sent? (v. 15) 
 

3. Israel’s rejection of the Gospel (10:16-21) 

a. Not all believe (v. 16) 
b. Hearing the Gospel of Christ leads to faith (v. 17) 

c. Has Israel not heard? (v. 18) 
d. Salvation of the Gentiles will provoke to jealousy unbelieving Jews 

(vv. 19-20) 
e. God has been persistent in patience and grace towards His people, 

Israel (v. 21) 

 
C. Israel’s future ___________________________ (11:1-36) 

 
1. A remnant of Israel, chosen by _______________ (11:1-10) 

a. Has God rejected His people (Israel)? (vv. 1-6) 

i. Exhibit A: Paul, a Jew through and through has come to the 
Messiah (v. 1) 

ii. A remnant has always remained (vv. 2-6) 
(a) “God has not rejected His people whom He 

foreknew” (v. 2) 
(b) Elijah’s witness – he was not alone (v. 3) 

(c) “I have kept for Myself” (v. 4) 
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(d) A chosen remnant is still present (v. 5) 

(e) Grace > works (v. 6) 
b. Israel failed to obtain righteousness by faith (vv. 7-10) 

i. God allowed the majority to become blind/hardened 
 

 

2. Gentiles grafted in (11:11-24) 
a. Salvation has come the Gentiles (vv. 11-16) 

i. To make Israel jealous 
ii. Provoke them to receive their Messiah 

iii. From death to life (v. 15) 
iv. (v. 16) root (Abraham), branches (believers, children in 

faith) 

b. Wild branches grafted in (vv. 17-24) 
i. Gentiles: do not become arrogant (vv. 17-21) 

ii. The kindness (goodness) and severity of God (v. 22) 
iii. God is able to graft the Jews in again (v. 23-24) 

 

 
3. Future salvation of spiritual Israel (11:25-32) 

a. A partial hardening of Israel (vv. 25-27) 
i. “until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in” (v. 25) 

ii. All (true/spiritual) Israel will be saved (see 9:6; vv. 26-27) 
(a) This is their eschatological hope 

(b) Premillennial view: Israel reconciled to God in the 

last part of the Great Tribulation 
b. Israel still beloved (vv. 28-32) 

i. Enemies now, but still beloved (v. 28) 
ii. “The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable” (v. 29) 

iii. We Gentiles are/were just like the Jews (vv. 30-32) 

(a) The will again be recipients of what we enjoy 
(b) God is persistent to bless His people, who have 

resisted and rejected God, hardened themselves and 
refused their Messiah 

 

 
4. Glory and praise to the sovereign God (11:33-36) 

a. “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom of the knowledge of God!” 
(v. 33a) 

b. “How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His 
ways!” (v. 33b) 

c. We have only partial knowledge of God’s plan and ways (vv. 34-35) 

d. All things exist from, through, for God; His infinite worth is the focal 
point. Amen (let it be so! Truly!) (v. 36) 
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Appendix: Divine Providence & Human Responsibility 

 
Charles Spurgeon was a Baptist preacher in London in the 19th century.  He held to a Five-point 

Calvinistic theology, yet recognized the role and responsibility in each person needing to come to 
Christ and make decisions in accordance with God's will.  He adequately described the tension 

thus: 

 
“I see in one place, God presiding over all in providence; and yet I see and I cannot help 

seeing, that man acts as he pleases, and that God has left his actions to his own will, in a 
great measure. Now, if I were to declare that man was so free to act, that there was no 

precedence of God over his actions, I should be driven very near to Atheism; and if, on 
the other hand, I declare that God so overrules all things, as that man is not free enough 

to be responsible, I am driven at once into Antinomianism or fatalism. That God 

predestines, and that man is responsible, are two things that few can see. They are 
believed to be inconsistent and contradictory; but they are not. It is just the fault of our 

weak judgment. Two truths cannot be contradictory to each other. If, then, I find taught 
in one place that everything is fore-ordained, that is true; and if I find in another place 

that man is responsible for all his actions, that is true; and it is my folly that leads me to 

imagine that two truths can ever contradict each other. These two truths, I do not 
believe, can ever be welded into one upon any human anvil, but one they shall be in 

eternity: they are two lines that are so nearly parallel, that the mind that shall pursue 
them farthest, will never discover that they converge; but they do converge, and they 

will meet somewhere in eternity, close to the throne of God, whence all truth doth 
spring.... You ask me to reconcile the two. I answer, they do not want any 
reconcilement; I never tried to reconcile them to myself, because I could never see a 
discrepancy....  Both are true; no two truths can be inconsistent with each other; and 
what you have to do is to believe them both.”4 

 
 

                                                 
4
 A portion of a sermon message given by Charles Spurgeon entitled “Sovereign Grace and Man's 

Responsibility,” preached at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, England, August 1, 1858.  Emphasis 

added. 


