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03 

ROMANS 3:21—5:21 
 
Memory Verses:  
 
For Quiz 1 (5/1), each student must show memorization of 1:16-17, 3:23-26 and three of the 
other six passages, for a total of five passages. (Literal translations – NKJV, ESV, NASB or NIV 
are welcome.) 
 

1:16-17 
 
3:10-12 
 
3:20 
 
3:23-26 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
4:5 
And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness 
 
5:1 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
5:8 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
 
5:21 
so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through 
righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
III. Salvation—Righteousness Declared (3:21—5:21) 
 

A. Justification stated (3:21-31) 
 

• The new era of righteousness (3:21-26) 
o “But now…” (vv. 21-22) 

� Looking back (“But”): __________________________________ 
� Looking forward (“now”): a righteousness that can only come 

from God has become manifest 
• manifested = “made visible” 
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• In harmony with the Law and the Prophets 
• Accessible by faith 
• Jesus Christ has made it available, He being the Object 

of our faith 
• All people are able to get right with God 
• All people need to turn from sin 
 

o God’s plan of justification (vv. 23-26) 
� General statement 

• Condemnation (personal sins, v. 23) 
o “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God” 
� ___________ (harmartanō) = “to miss 

the mark” (thus failing to obey the Law) 
� Perfection and righteousness are 

unattainable, here stated because of 
acts of personal sins 

• Justification, Redemption (relative, v. 24) 
“by His grace” (the source) 
“through the redemption” (the medium) 
“in Christ Jesus” (the Person) 

 
� Particular statement 

• God’s part (vv. 25-26) 
o Method 

� Propitiation by blood (v. 25) 
o Manifestation 

� God’s vindication: He is _________ (v. 
26) 

� God’s activity: He is the _____________ 
(v. 26) 

� God’s invitation: ____________ in Jesus 
Christ (v. 26) 

God is perfectly just. His justice has been 
met (propitiation) 
 

• Mankind’s part (vv. 27-31) 
o No boasting  
o Exercise faith 
o Inclusive of both Jew and Gentile 

 
 
Definitions: 

 
Justification  = ______________________________________ 

• The Hebrew word (sadaq) and the Greek word 
(dikaioō) both speak of announcing or pronouncing 
a favorable verdict, declaring righteous, nullifying 
any charge of crime/wrongdoing (in a legal sense). 
[Note the difference between to justify and to 
condemn: Deut. 25:1; 1 Kings 8:32; Prov. 17:15.] 
 “just-as-if-I’d-never-sinned” (but more than that) 
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• His righteousness becomes my righteousness:        
2 Cor. 5:21 (God treats us as if we were Jesus, 
because He treated Jesus like He was us) 

 
• However, in justification by faith in Christ, the 

believing sinner is now declared to be completely 
righteous before God who is the Judge. 
Righteousness now describes our verdict before 
Him, but also our true and real state.  

 
• Justification is build on the foundation of two 

essential words: grace & faith.  
grace – undeserved merit or favor (not of works, 

not earned) 
faith – confident belief in the truth, value, or 

trustworthiness of a person, an idea, or 
a thing.  

 
• Being justified, we are no longer condemned! 

Romans 8:1 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. 

 

 
__________________________ 

• exagorazo (NT: 4 times); means “to buy out of” 
(redeem) (Gal. 3:13, 4:5; Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5); 
(to buy up, to buy all that is anywhere to be 
bought, and not to allow the suitable moment 
to pass by unheeded but to make it one’s 
own) 

• apolutrosis (NT: 10 times); means “to let go free for 
a ransom”; buy for one’s own and then set 
free (cf. Luke 21:28; Romans 3:24, 8:23; 1 
Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:7, 14, 4:30; Col. 1:14; Heb. 
9:15, 11:35)  

• Simply put, it means to ransom or deliver by 
payment 

• The ransomed item is now paid for and returned to 
its rightful owner  

• That was the primary purpose of Jesus Christ: 
Mark 10:45 
“...For even the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 

ransom = a. The release of property or a person in return 
for payment of a demanded price. b. The price 
or payment demanded or paid for such release 

 
• What have we been redeemed from? 

• The bondage (Galatians 4:5) & curse (Galatians 
3:13) of the law  

• The power of sin (Romans 6:18,22) 
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• The power of the grave (Psalm 49:15) 
• All iniquity (Psalm 130:8; Titus 2:14) 
• All evil (Genesis 48:16) 
• This present evil world (Galatians 1:4) 
• Vain conversation (1 Peter 1:18) 
• Futility of a mind outside Christ (Ephesians 4:17) 
 

� The key fact about redemption: there is always a 
price to be paid (a cost). 

 
• This “cost” was no small thing, and since He paid for (bought) the 

believer, he/she is supposed to live as one who is the property of 
Jesus Christ (see 1 Peter 1.18-19 above). 

 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body. 

 
 
 
Propitiation (hilasmos) = ________________________ 

• Literally speaks of the lid of the mercy seat on the 
Ark of the Covenant. In Christ, the “top” of the Law 
was appeased and made sufficient to expiate 
(satisfy) the justice of God. 

o It is the place of satisfaction, Jesus being that 
place 

 

• Thus it speaks of, in its essence, the satisfaction of 
the justice of God in the sacrifice offered. (Satisfied 
� full, no need of anything more, not desiring 

more) 

o Complete approval was made, for Jesus’ 
sacrifice met all the requirements of the both 
the Law and justice of God. see “propitiation” in 
1 John 4:10; Romans 3:25; Heb. 2:17)     

 

• Along the same lines is Atonement. 

o atone (OT, Heb. kaphar) = to cover 

• in OT covenant, only the sacrifice of 
innocent animals could restore broken 
fellowship between God and man. 

• In effect (though not in reality, for later it 
would be fulfilled in Christ), the OT 
“atonement” removes the barrier that sin 
creates.  
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• In English, it is adequately at-one-ment, meaning 
to be at one, or to be reconciled, with another 

(see reconciliation below).  

• In 1525 William Tyndale coined this new English 
word as he attempted to translate the Greek NT 
into English. It speaks of reconciliation, 

propitiation & justification all in one word.  

 
 

 
• Justification and the Law (3:27-31) 

 
o Man’s response (vv. 27-31) 

� No boasting (vv. 27-30) 
 
 
B. Justification illustrated in ___________________ (4:1-25) 

 
Objectives of chapter four: 

 
1. Understand the relationship between Abraham’s faith and his circumcision 

with regard to their theological implications. 
2. Compare and contrast the way Abraham was viewed by Jews and how Paul 

viewed him. 
3. Understand how Abraham can stand as the head and representative for all 

believing Christians (he being the “father of faith” and we his “children by 
faith”). 

4. Recognize the importance of emulating this same type of faith Abraham had 
in God. 

 
• Faith personal in Abraham’s life (an illustration) (4:1-12) 

o Faith versus works in Abraham’s justification (4:1-8) 
• Abraham plays a central role in Paul’s understanding of salvation 

history (see also Galatians 3:6-18).  He is considered the 
“father” of the Jews (Isaiah 51:1; and not just for being the 
father of Isaac who was in turn the father of Jacob = Israel).  
He is the one God initiated the covenant with for Israel to be a 
special, chosen (covenant) people.  

• Genesis 15:6 is quoted in verse 3, as in James 2:23, but for a 
vastly different purpose.   

 
“What strikes Paul is that God credits righteousness to Abraham 
immediately after Abraham believes God with reference to the 
promise that he would have a multitude of descendants (see 
Gen. 15:5).  Abraham’s faith leads directly to his ‘justification’ 
(another word for ‘righteousness’).”1 

 
Two conclusions: 
(1) Abraham has no basis of boasting before God (vv. 1-2, as in 

3:27).  Abraham does not hold a “special” place of piety 
enough to boast about himself before God (nor did he do so, 
which is part of the lesson). 

                                                 
1 Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the Book of Romans, 91. 
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(2) Distinction between faith and works (vv. 4-8).  The 
argument for God’s grace is assumed (not stated, since it is 
an axiom), and the light of God’s grace is shown over faith 
and works to see the distinction.  Abraham’s faith was not a 
work (as the Jewish tradition kept).   

a. Works, by their very nature setup a relationship 
based on obligation, as if we could coerce God into 
rewarding us.  But God cannot be under obligation 
to His creation.   

b. On the other hand, faith is a humble acceptance of 
what God wills to give, and seeks His gracious 
nature.  

c. To this end, it is the “ungodly” (or “wicked,” v. 5) 
whom God justifies, for those already righteous (in 
their own eyes, by works) will not see the need to 
be made righteous by God’s grace. 

 
 

o Faith versus circumcision in Abraham’s justification (4:9-12) 
• Note that God found Abraham’s faith acceptable and thus 

imputed righteousness to his account ____________ he was 
circumcised (Gen. 17, his religious rite), before he obeyed in 
being willing to offer up his son Isaac on Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22, 
obedience in faith), and certainly before the Law was given (430 
years later, Galatians 3:17).  

 
• Faith relative to the Law (4:13-17) 

o Faith versus the Law in Abraham’s justification (4:13-17) 
• Abraham and his descendents received God’s promise of 

blessing through faith and not through the Law (vv. 13, 16a) 
• vv. 14-15 reveal why the Law could not be the basis of this 

promise (think: obligation) 
• v. 14: law cannot secure the promise 
• v. 15: law does stir up wrath (parabasis, used also in 

Rom. 2:23, 5:14; Gal. 3:19l 1 Tim. 2:14) 
o Refers to the violation (“transgression,” which is 

more severe than “sin”) of a known 
law/commandment 
� All people: general/natural moral law (as 

evidenced by one’s conscience) 
� Israel: specific Law of Moses (exact 

demands) 
• “offspring” (v. 16): two groups 

• adherents of the Law (Jewish Christians) 
• sharers of the faith of Abraham (all other believers, 

Gentile converts to faith in Jesus Christ) 
• “father of many nations” (v. 17) – the definition of 

Abraham’s name – all believers are his spiritual 
descendents 
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• Faith fulfilled (4:18-25) 
o Faith versus sight in the experience of Abraham (4:18-25) 

• Notice how God sees Abraham, through the eyes of the Cross 
• V. 18 summarizes: “In hope he believed against hope…” 

• V. 21: “fully convinced that God was able to do what he 
had promised” 

• … (v. 22) this is the basis of why his faith made him 
justified with God 

o Nation (descendents) 
o Land 
o Messiah (bless all through you) 
o Personal spiritual blessing 

 
 
Paul uses this section to illustrate specifics in relation to the general principles he 
set forth in chapter 3.2  

 
3:27-31 4:1-25 

v. 27: Boasting is excluded vv. 1-2: Abraham had no right to 
boast before God 

v. 28: “… one is justified by faith 
apart from the works of the law” 

vv. 3-8: … because Abraham was 
justified by faith, not by works 

vv. 29-30: The circumcised (Jews) 
and uncircumcised (Gentiles) are 
united under the one God 
through faith 

vv. 9-17: The circumcised (Jews) and 
uncircumcised (Gentiles) are 
united as children of Abraham 
through faith 

 
 

 
C. Justification explained in the First and Second Adam (5:1-21) 
 

• The hope of glory – justification enjoyed (5:1-11) 
 

• _______________ (vv. 1-2) 
o Not merely a change in their feelings (those follow), but really a 

change in God’s relation to them (us).  
• Note: having peace with God (static) is not the same as having the 

peace of God in one’s heart (dynamic). 
o The first every Christian has, the second every Christian may 

have. 
• peace (eirēnē) from eirō (v) = “to bind together that which has been 

separated” 
• with (pros) = “facing” 

o a justified sinner has a peace facing God 
o Stating a fact: we now (presently, permanently) have peace 

with God. And nothing can be done to take away this 
standing (we have lack God’s peace, and not be in fellowship 
with Him, but we stand at state of peace facing Him, 
always).  

� A believer is not responsible for having peace in the sense of 
making it but in the sense of enjoying it. 

                                                 
2 Ibid., 91. 
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o We must never limit justification to being equal to forgiveness, for it 
is much more. Nor must we confuse them, for they are very 
different, even though they are connected. Forgiveness is negative; 
justification is positive. Forgiveness deals with the sin that has been 
committed; justification deals with the new position and relationship 
of the restored believer. Once justified you can never be unjustified. 
It covers both past present and future. As a result we have peace 
right now with God. And will enjoy it through eternity! -- starting at 
the moment of justification.  
� God was at war with sinful man but now there is peace (see 

also reconciliation) 
o access (v. 2a) = “privilege of approach” to a person of high rank 

� May be referring to the access that the priest enjoyed. Now 
opened to us  

o glory of God (v. 2b) – the coming glory (fullness revealed) of God 
(more on that in chapter 8).  This is our hope.  

 
• Hope (vv. 3-5a)  

o “and not only that …” – written like a schoolboy telling an amazing 
story!Paul says this emphatically, as if this list is just as certain and 
important as our rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God. 

o Glory = “to glory on account of a thing” 
o In …  

� Notice the progression (… produces …):  
 

suffering » endurance » character » hope 
 

o Suffering (tribulation, thilipsis) = “a pressing, pressing together, 
pressure, oppression, affliction, distress” 
� English from tribulum – an instrument used to press wheat 

to separate wheat from the chaff when threshing. 
� Glory in them, not just ‘when we are in’ but also ‘because we 

are’ 
• Noted as something to be naturally expected in the 

Christian life 
 
o produces [works] (katergazomai) = “accomplish, achieve, 

produce results” 
 
o Endurance (patience, hupomonē) = “steadfastness, constancy, 

endurance” 
� We don’t bail in adversity, but remain under the situation 

and come out better on the other side 
• truly, stick-to-itiveness.  
• The verb form means “to remain under,” that is, to 

not seek to have difficulties alleviated, but to bear 
them out. 

 
o Character (proven character, virtue, dokimēn) = “tried integrity”; 

a moral resolve wrought out be trials and adversity; this is the 
result in someone who has been put to the test 

o hope – steadfast confidence, assurance (of the love of God; He 
who promises is faithful) 
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� referring back to v. 2 – for we hope in the glory of God. This 
future glory does not disappoint, and it cannot disappoint. 

 
o ashamed/disappoint – we have not been deceived 
� No one regrets having endured through God’s will and come 

out better for it (following Christ is supreme joy, even in 
pain) 

 
• Love (vv. 5b-11)  

o love of God (v. 5b) - The Holy Spirit is the divine Agent who 
expresses to a believer the love of God, that is, God’s love for 
him/fer. The reality of God’s love in a believer’s heart gives the 
assurance, even the guarantee. (Seen also in Ephesians 1:13-14; 
4:30 and 2 Cor. 1:21-22.) Every believer has the Spirit (Titus 3:6; 
Romans 8:9; 1 John 3:24; 4:13), and indeed this reality separates 
the regenerate from the unregenerate (John 3:1-8).   

 
� has been poured out (ekcheō) “has been poured in, and still 

floods our hearts” (perfect tense, never ceasing, as an 
‘echo’) 

 
o Christ died for the ungodly (vv. 6-8) 

� The visible demonstration of God’s love 
� died for (huper) = “for the sake of, in behalf of, instead of” 

o The doctrine of substitution (He took my place; 
Gal. 3:13) 

� due time (kairos) = “a strategic time” (as if the exact time 
was set up by the deliberate, purposefully course of 
circumstances) 

� ungodly/sinners (asebēs) = “lack of reverence for God, 
impiety” (profane) 
 

o Saved from wrath (vv. 9-11) 
 
� Argument: greater to the lesser 

 
Wuest writes: “Since God the Son died for us when we 
where sinners, unlovely and unlovable, rebellious against 
Him, hating Him, how much more will He save from 
future wrath, those who are now in Christ as righteous 
in their standing as He Himself is in His Person, and as 
lovely as He is in the sight of God the Father.”3 

 
• enemies – speaks of “hatred”, either hatred of God, or being 

hated by God.  No more! 
 
• reconciliation (katalassō) = “to change, exchange” (as coins).  

God exchanged enmity (war) for friendship 

                                                 
3 Kenneth S. Wuest, Romans in the Greek New Testament, Word Studies from the Greek New 

Testament, Vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1969), 82.  Your teacher highly recommends this four-
volume set of excellent scholarship, exegesis and exposition, bring the original intent and language to life 
for the English reader.   
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• Both (God and man) have moved towards one another 
 
• Reconciliation is the removal of enmity that stands 

between people and God (cf. “enemies” in 5:10; Col. 
1:21). It is the basis of restored fellowship between 
people and God (cf. 2 Cor. 5:20-21), and thus influences 
all other (human) relationships. 

 
• Redemption pertains to sin (3:24), propitiation (or 

satisfaction) pertains to God (3:25), and reconciliation is 
for people (cf. “we have now received reconciliation,” 
5:11). 

 
 

• Eternal life in Christ, the Second Adam (5:12-21)4 

“Is it fair for God to condemn all the world just based on one man’s mistake?” 
 
 
 

• The apostle’s initial argument: We know that all men and women die. And death 
is the direct result of disobeying God’s Law. There was no Law given before 
Moses (in the time between Adam and Moses). A far-reaching result demands a 
far-reaching cause. What is that cause? It can only be one thing: the 
disobedience of Adam. When Adam sinned, he ultimately died. All of his direct 
descendents died (Gen. 5), yet the Law had not yet been given. Conclusion: they 
died because of Adam’s sin.  

 
o All people die because we are racially united to Adam. We are all in this together. 

� Rom. 5:12: all have sinned in Adam’s sin 
� 1 Cor. 15:22: “in Adam all men die.” 
 

o v.12 - through one man sin … and death through sin 
� Historical observation: Paul (and Jesus) regarded Genesis 3 as a totally 

historical fact… not as an allegory or a myth. There was a real man 
named “Adam”. There was a real event called “the fall of man”.  If one 
takes away the historicity of Genesis 3, then with it goes the principles 
that lay the foundation for our salvation 

 
� Spiritual observation: 

• Through one man (Adam) … 
• “In God’s sight there are two men—Adam and Jesus Christ—and 

these two men have other men hanging at their girdle strings.” 
(Thomas Goodwin) 

 
o The idea of Adam and Jesus as two representatives of the human race is 

sometimes called Federal Theology or Adam and Jesus are sometimes referred to 
as Federal Heads 
� This is because under the federal system of government, representatives 

are chosen and the representative speaks for the people who chose him. 
Adam speaks for those he represents, and Jesus speaks for His people 

� Through one man (Adam) sin entered the world 

                                                 
4 Many portions in this section adapted from John Hwang, “Romans,” School of Ministry, 2001. 
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� God created the world as a perfect environment (without sin) 
� Adam introduced sin into the world when he disobeyed God 
� The responsibility falls on Adam because he sinned with full knowledge; 

Eve was deceived 
• Through one man (Adam) death entered the world through sin 
• Sin and death go hand-in-hand (Romans 6:23: For the wages of 

sin is death…) 
o When Adam sinned against God, death entered into the 

world… 
o Genesis 2:16-17: The LORD God commanded the man, 

saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.” 

o Genesis 3:6: So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

o Genesis 5:5: all the days that Adam lived were nine 
hundred and thirty years; and he died. 

 
 

o Death spread to all men because all sinned 
� “‘All sinned’ in this case ‘all sinned in Adam;’ Adam’s sin is the sin of all.” 

(Leon Morris) 
� Someone may object: “But I never chose to have Adam represent me.” 

Of course you did! You identified yourself with Adam with the first sin 
you ever committed.  It is absolutely true that we were born into our 
identification with Adam, but we also choose it with our individual acts of 
sin 

� As a result of sinning in Adam, death has spread to all men… 
• 1 Corinthians 15:22 (NLT): Everyone dies because all of us are 

related to Adam, the first man. 
• The fact that everyone dies confirms the Bible’s diagnosis of 

humanity that everyone is guilty of sin 
 

o All sinned (in Adam) 
� We are all born into this world as sinners—“the doctrine of original sin” 
� Psalm 51:5 (NLT): For I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my 

mother conceived me. 
� Fact: we do not have to teach toddlers how to be selfish and 

disobedient—this simply comes naturally 
 

o vv. 13-17 is a parenthetical section 
� The purpose of Paul’s parenthesis is to prove his statement that death 

passed to all humanity through the single sin of Adam 
� NLT) Yes, people sinned even before the law was given. And though 

there was no law to break, since it had not yet been given, they all died 
anyway—even though they did not disobey an explicit commandment of 
God, as Adam did… 

� Before the law was given (from Adam to Moses), death testified to 
humanity that all are sinners 
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� The Law doesn’t make us sinners, it only shows us the sobering reality 
that we are sinners—we all sinned in Adam 

� Before the Ten Commandments were given (Exodus 20) to reveal sin, sin 
still reigned through death from Adam to Moses 

� Adam, who is a type (a picture; a representation) of Him who was to 
come  

� This is a reference to Jesus (the Second Adam) 
 

o vv. 15-21 
� vv. 15-17: The “but” introduces a contrast—Jesus is the contrast to the 

first Adam 
� Verse 17 tells us that this free gift that the Apostle Paul is referring to is 

the “gift of righteousness” 
� Righteousness and death are contrasted—But the free gift is not like the 

offense 
� Much more— 

• There is something greater and better than the principle of 
death that was introduced into the world through Adam’s sin—it 
is the free gift of righteousness that comes only by God’s grace 
through Christ Jesus. 

� v. 16: Sin brings condemnation (guilty before God) 
• The free gift of God’s righteousness brings justification (innocent 

before God) 
� v. 17: We see the impact of one man’s sin—death reigned (dominating 

principle) 
• “There are two things that are certain in this life—death and 

taxes.” (Benjamin Franklin) 
 
 
 
 

 
� But we see the greater principle (much more) that is introduced through 

Christ—a gift of righteousness that results in the reign of life 
• Romans 6:23: The gift of God is eternal life to Christ Jesus our 

Lord 
 

� vv. 18-21 
• Therefore… 

o vv. 18-19: Paul summarizes everything that he has 
written up until this point by directing our attention to 
the stark contrasts between Adam and Jesus 

• The means contrasted 
o One man’s offense (Adam’s sinful act before God) 
o One Man’s righteous act—one Man’s obedience (the 

sinless life, death, & resurrection of Christ) 
• The results contrasted 

o In Adam, we’re condemned; in Christ, we’re justified 
o In Adam, we’re made sinners; in Christ, we’re made 

righteous 
o We are born identified with Adam; we may be born 

again into identification with Jesus 
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• v. 20: sin abounded, grace abounded much more 
o The Law makes our offenses to abound in two ways: 

(1) the Law makes man’s sin clearer and greater by 
clearly contrasting it with God’s holy standard 

(2) it draws clear lines between right and wrong, 
and the unregenerate heart wants to cross 
those lines, breaking them, saying “rules are 
meant to be broken” 

o But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more— 
� But—contrast 

• We can never exhaust the grace of 
God—grace abounded (lit. super-
abounded) much more 

• This is good news for sinner 
• The super-abounding grace of God… 

� John 1:16: And of His fullness we have all 
received, and grace for grace… grace upon 
grace. 

� Ephesians 2:6-7 (NASB): [God] raised us up 
with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in 
the ages to come He might show the surpassing 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 

� Someone might respond: “If this is the case, 
then let’s sin more so we can experience grace 
more.” 

� A person who says this does not understand 
grace—Paul will point this out in Romans 6—
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How 
shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?” 
(6:1-2) 

 
� v. 21: Sin reigned in death—“the taskmaster’s whip” 

• 1 Corinthians 15:56: The sting of death is sin… 
o Unregenerate souls are prisoners of sin, bound by a fear 

of death 
o God has rescued the person who has put his faith in 

Christ from the fear of death— 
� Hebrews 2:14-15 (NLT): Because God's children 

are human beings—made of flesh and blood—
Jesus also became flesh and blood by being 
born in human form. For only as a human being 
could he die, and only by dying could he break 
the power of the Devil, who had the power of 
death. Only in this way could he deliver those 
who have lived all their lives as slaves to the 
fear of dying. 

 
• Even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord— 
• Sin has a forum in which it reigns—death 
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• Grace has a forum in which it reigns—righteousness to eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 
 
Summary application points on 5:12-21, the First and Second Adam: 

• If you follow the first (Adam), you will die like him. 
• If you follow the second (Christ), you will live with Him. 
• OT: “The book of the generations of Adam” (Gen. 5:1), and it ends with “a curse” (Mal. 

4:6). 
• NT: “The book of the eneration of Jesus Christ” (Matt. 1:1), and it ends with “no more 

curse” (Rev. 22:3).  
• We cannot help being “in Adam,” for we were all born in sin with a sin nature. But we 

can help staying “in Adam,” for we can experience a second birth that will put each one 
of us “in Christ.” This is why Jesus said, “You must be born again” (John 3:7) - 
regeneration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz 1 // May 1, 2008 // 3 parts: 
 
I. Multiple Choice [~15 pts] – covering Romans 1-5, with multiple choice (A-E), some true 
false, and a few fill-in-the-blank. 
 
II. Short Answer [~6 pts] – Choose one of the following two questions to answer in a short 
essay: 
 

1. What arguments does Paul give for the guilt of ALL, being “under sin” in Romans 1-3? 
Cite specific verses (even referring to distinct sections), giving examples. 

 
2. What are the three primary options for understanding verses like 2:7, which seem to 

speak of one inheriting eternal life by doing good (works)? Be sure to classify the three 
interpretations, giving parallels for the reasoning behind each. Which one did your 
teacher advocate? (Also, you may include your own view at the end, if you so choose; 
not required.) 

 
Note: There may also be another question (required), unknown before the Quiz. 
 
III. Memorization [9 pts]- Students must show memorization (by writing down in one of five 
possible translations; ESV, NIV, NASB, NKJV or NET) of the following passages: 
 
    * Romans 1:16-17 [2 pts] 
    * Romans 3:23-26 [4 pts] 
    * And three of the following [3 pts]: Romans 3:10-12 (worth 2 pts), 3:20, 4:5, 5:1, 5:8, 5:21 
 
 
 
 


