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06c 

Gospel of John 
 
Argument 

 

I. Introduction of the Son of God (1:1-51) 

A. The Prologue concerning the Son of God (1:1-18) 

 

1. His Essence (1:1-5) 

a. In relation to the Father (v. 1) 
• His dwelling with the Father in the beginning (v. 1a) 

• His distinction from the Father (v. 1b) 

• His deity (equality) with the Father (v. 1c) 

 

• Jesus as the self-revelation of God.1 

 

• ‘Word’ (logoV, logos) 
 

o Heb., dabar, as in Gen. 1:1 
o Psalm 33:6, LXX 
 

b. In relation to Creation (vv. 2-3) 

• His superiority through pre-existence (v. 2) 

• His superiority as Creator (v. 3) 

 
• The ‘Word’ is the most important force in all the 

world 

� Creator (v. 3) 
� cf. Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:2 

 

 
c. In relation to men (vv. 4-5) 

• The source of life (v. 4a) 

• The revealer of God (vv. 4b-5) 

 
 

• God has Life (Psalm 27:1; 36:9; Isaiah 9:2) 

o Jesus is the One here who grants life (v. 4) 
 

 

 

2. His Witness (1:6-8) 

a. The man (v. 6) 

b. The mission (vv. 7-8) 

• John sent from God2 

                                                 
1
 Ibid., 305. 
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� He was not the light (v. 8a) 

� But came to bear witness to the light (v. 8b) 
• Forerunner of the Messiah 

(Synoptics) 

• Witness to the Light of the World 

(John) 
 

� (vv. 7-8) witness (martyria) 
• cf. Deut. 19:15-21 – multiple 

witnesses 

• Gives four separate witnesses in the 

context and following: 

1. John the Baptist 
2. His own deeds 

3. The Father 
4. The Scriptures 

 

 

3. His Mission (1:9-13) 

 

Two-fold mission: 

1. Reveal the Father 
2. Grant life to those who believe 

 
a. As the revealer of God (vv. 9-13) 

• His revelation (v. 9) 

• His rejection (vv. 10-11) 

 
b. As the giver of life (vv. 12-13) 

• The condition for life (v. 12) 

• The kind of life (v. 13) 

 
Dualism (contrast):3 Receiving / rejecting 

 

 (vv. 12-13) the hope and privileges  
(adopted as sons, as Paul would say) 

  of becoming the children of God by believing 
   born from above 
    … of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
2
 Notice the ‘sent’ theme over and over in the Gospel of John. We will deal with it more in chapter 

3 and following. 
3
 See Strauss, 310, Figure 10.6—“Dualism in John’s Gospel” 
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4. His Manifestation (1:14-18) 

 
a. In His incarnation (vv. 14-15) 

 
b. In His revelation (vv. 16-17) 

 

• Note the link of v. 14 to vv. 1-2, the ‘Word’ 

o Word was with God … then made flesh 
 
o Exodus 33-34  =  John 1:14-184 

� Cannot contrast OT Law with Grace, for 

would have to also contrast Law with Truth 
as well 

� Both Grace and Truth are fully realized (not 
contrasting, but comparing) 

 

Exodus 33-34 John 1:14-18 
Israel finds grace in Yahweh’s 

sight (33:14) 

Disciples receive “grace instead of 

(upon) grace” (1:16) 

No one can see Yahweh’s face 
and live (33:20) 

No one has seen God at any time 
(1:18) 

Yahweh’s glory passes by Moses 

(33:23; 34:6-7) 

The disciples beheld the Word’s 

glory (1:14) 

Yahweh dwelt in a tent (33:7) The Word “tented” among the 

disciples (1:14) 

Moses was given the Law 
(34:27-28) 

The Law was given through 
Moses (1:17) 

Moses, mediator between 

Yahweh, Israel  (34:32-35) 

Jesus, the Mediator between God 

and man (1:17-18) 

 
o In Jesus everything becomes better than ever 

 
c. In His explanation (v. 18) 

 
o Exegeomai = Jesus exegeted (brought out the full 

meaning of) the Father completely (He revealed and 

explained Him) 
 

 
 

 

 
Note the chiastic structure of John’s prologue:5 

  God’s self-revelation through the Logos 

  A  The identity and mission of the Word (vv. 1-5) 

   B  The testimony of John the Baptist to the Word (vv. 6-8) 

    C  The Incarnation of the Word (vv. 9-10a) 

     D  Response to the Word (vv. 10-13) 

                                                 
4
 Chart from Andreas J. Kostenberger, Encountering Jesus (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999), 52. 
5
 Strauss, 306. 
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    C’ The Incarnation of the Word (v. 14) 

   B’ The testimony of Jesus the Baptist to the Word (v. 15) 

  A’ The identity and mission of the Word (vv. 16-18) 

 
 

B. The Proclamations concerning the Son of God (1:19-51) 

 

• Serves as the introduction to Jesus’ signs, the Book of Signs 
(chs. 2-12) 

 
1. By His forerunner: John’s Testimony (vv. 19-34) 

a. His identity (vv. 19-28) 
 

  ouk eimi = “I am not he” (1:20) 
   ego eimi = “I Am” 

 

b. His witness (vv. 19-34) 
 

o “Behold the Lamb of God” (1:29a) 

� Genesis 22 – Substitutionary lamb 

� Exodus 12 – The Passover Lamb – marking 

them, passing over them in wrath 

� Isaiah 53 – Suffering Servant = becomes 

substitutionary lamb (vicarious atonement) 

o “… takes away the sins of the world” (v. 29b) 

 
o Sonship speaks of like/same nature (like kind, of 

equality in essence) 

 
2.  By His first disciples (vv. 35-51) 

• Fig tree? 

o Micah 4:4 
� Context: when Messiah comes to rule as the 

Prince of Peace, all nations will come and 

bow before Him, to be blessed by His 
righteous rule and justice.  When He sits on 

His glorious through. 
� When this happens every man will sit under 

his own fig tree. 
o Zechariah 3:1-10 

o Zephaniah 3:8-15 ‘King of Israel’ - the very title 

Nathaniel designated to Jesus 
� It is the Gentiles who will come and 

encourage (not persecute) the Jews, for 
God has come to save His people 

o Signifies future restoration of Israel in the eschaton 

(last days) 
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• Jesus calls His first disciples: 

 

o Andrew & Simon (Peter) (vv. 35-42) 
� Andrew calls Jesus ‘Messiah’ (v. 41) 

 
o Philip & Nathanael (vv. 43-51) 

� Philip described Jesus as one Moses wrote 

about in the Law and the Prophets (v. 45) 
� Nathanael declared Jesus to be the Son of 

God and the King of Israel (v. 29) 
 

 

Ch. 1 reveals Jesus to be the eternal Son of God who stepped 

into time, in order to reveal the Father, and offer life to those 

who would believe on Him, through His own sacrificial death. 

 

 
II. Revelation of the Son to God to the World (2:1-12:50) 

A. The Revelation of the Son of God to Individuals (2:1—4:54) 

 

� ‘Book of Signs’ (chs. 2-12) 
� shmeia (semeia) 

 

• Intended to:  

1. Reveal God’s glory (doxa) 
2. Lead people to believe (1:50-51; 11:40 as brackets) 

� Revelatory 

1. The revelation to His disciples (2:1-25) 

a. At Cana in Galilee (vv. 1-12) 

• The First Sign: Changing Water into Wine at Cana 

(2:1-12) 

 

• ‘Cana Cycle’ (chs. 2-4) 

 
• Theme: Newness of life 

o To those who believe 

o In Jesus’ word 

o Jesus: Giver of life (related to 1:3-4) 
 

• 2:1 (2:11) archē “first” (not first in order (proton), but 
first of a kind of miracles that are to follow) 

 

� Wedding stands for joy in Messiah’s Kingdom (see Isaiah 

54:1-8; 62:1-5; Rev. 19:9) 
 

� Wine represents abundance in Messiah’s Kingdom (see 
Isaiah 25:6; 27:2-6; Joel 2:19,24; 3:18; Amos 9:13-14) 
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� Jesus is on the divine timetable of His Father – He 

introduces that concept in 2:4 to His mother 
 

o Often utilized word in John: ‘Hour’ (hora) 
 

b. At the Temple in Jerusalem (vv. 13-25) 

 
o The Messiah will appear at the Temple during His 

Advent: Malachi 3:1-3 
� The Messiah will purify the Temple at His 

Second Advent 
� His Kingdom will include the Gentiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Revelation to Nicodemus (3:1-21) 
 

a. The way of life stated (vv. 1-15) 
 

o anōthen = ‘again/above’ 
 

� Thus, no one may enter the kingdom of God 

unless he or she is born again from above 
 

� What does that mean? 

 
 

� Regeneration – Ezekiel 36:24ff 
 

 
• How does being born again relate to: 

 

o God’s effectual calling (“Those whom he called he 

justified” Romans 8:30), 

o The new creation (“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation,” 2 Corinthians 5:17), 

o God’s drawing us to Christ (“No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws him,” John 6:44), 

o God’s giving people to His Son (“All that the Father gives 
me will come to me,” John 6:37), 

o God’s opening our hearts (“The Lord opened her heart 

to pay attention to what was said by Paul,” Acts 16:14), 

o God’s illumining our hearts (“God . . . has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ,” 2 Corinthians 4:6), 

o God’s taking the heart of stone out and giving us a heart 
of flesh (“I will remove the heart of stone from your 

flesh and give you a heart of flesh,” Ezekiel 36:26), 
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o God’s making us alive (“even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ,” 
Ephesians 2:5), 

o God’s adopting us into his family (“You have received 

the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! 

Father!’” Romans 8:15). 

 
 

• How does God’s act of regeneration relate to all these 

wonderful ways of describing what happened to us when 

God saved us? 
 

 
 

 

 
 

b. The way of life explained (vv. 16-21) 
 

 
 
• Why is the new birth necessary?6 

 
o “You must be born again" (v. 7) 

 

o Why is it that “unless one is born again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3)? 

 
o What does this say about our condition outside of 

Christ, our lost and fallen state? 

 
o How does the new birth happen? If it is the work of 

God, which it is, how do I experience it? Is there 
anything I can do to make it happen? 

 
o What are the effects of being born again? 

 

o What changes? 
 

o What is it like to live as a born-again person? 
 

 

 
o How did Jesus think that the “teacher of Israel” 

should know what He was saying and why it was 
important? (vv. 9-15) 

 

 
 

 

                                                 
6
 I highly recommend reading or listening to the sermon messages series “You Must Be Born Again” by     John 

Piper, Bethlehem Baptist Church, 2007-08: http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/BySeries/83/ 
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3:16 

• The danger: perishing 

• The design: love 

• The duty: faith 

• The destiny: eternal life 

 

 

 

• What is God’s design in v. 17? 

o Condemned vs. saved 

 

 

 

• What is the indictment of v. 18? 

 

 

 

• What is the judgment of vv. 19-20? 

 

 

 

 

• What contrast is given in v. 21? 

 

 

 
 

3. The revelation to John’s disciples (vv. 22-36) 
 

a. The question of John’s disciples concerning Jesus (vv. 22-26) 

 
b. The reply of John concerning Jesus (vv. 27-36) 

 
 

• (3:30) “He must increase, but I must decrease 

 

 
• (3:36) meno = ‘abides’ 
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Ch 3: How does one receive/gain this new life? 
Ch 4: Who does receive/gain this new life? 
4. Revelation to the Samaritan Woman (4:1-42) 

a. The setting (vv. 1-6) 

 
 

• “Now He had to go through Samaria” (v.4) Why? He had a 

divine appointment. 

 
• Well motif  

o something special and supernatural is about to 

happen – perhaps even an encounter with God 
o (Isaac/Eleazor-Rebecca; Jacob-Rachel; Moses-Zipporah) 

 
o Isaiah 12:1-6: Draw from the wells of salvation … 

extended to all the nations, all the world.  

o Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

• Barriers between these two: 

 

 Jesus Samaritan Woman 
Gender Man Woman 

Ethnic/Nationality Jewish Unclean Samaritan 

Religion Jewish Samaritan 

Morality Sinless Questionable lifestyle 

 

 
b. The conversation (vv. 7-26) 

 

• ‘Salvation is from the Jews’ = the Messiah is Jewish 
� She was waiting for a Samaritan messiah 

(conjured up in their minds).  The Jewish 

Messiah is in turn the Savior of the world. 
 

• The hour is coming … is now here (vv. 22-24) 

 

• The Father craves…  

 
• God is Spirit… (v. 24a) 

 

� Worship in spirit and truth (v. 24b) 
 

� What does this say about geography and 
location? 

 

� What does God look to in true worship? 
 

 

c. The response (vv. 27-42) 

 

o (4:27ff) The fields are white for harvest – the Gentiles.  
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o His mission (and thus theirs too, finally) was to the entire 
world, the Gentiles included with the Jews. 

5. Revelation to the royal official in Galilee (4:43-54) 
 

 

a. The request (vv. 43-47) 
 

 
 

 
b. The miracle (vv. 48-52) 

 

• Second sign 

 
 

 
c. The result (vv. 53-54) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
B. The Revelation of the Son of God to the Nation (5:1—12:50) 

 

1. As the Son of God (5:1-47) 
 

a. The occasion (vv. 1-10) 
 

 

 
 

b. The objection (vv. 11-18) 
 

 

 
 

c. The discourse (vv. 19-47) 
 

 
 

 

2. As the Bread of Life (6:1-71) 
 

a. The occasions (vv. 1-24) 
 

 

 
i. Jesus’ feeding the 5,000 (vv. 1-15) 
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ii. Jesus’ walking on the water (vv. 16-24) 

 
 

 
b. The discourse (vv. 25-29) 

 

 
 

i. The wrong desire for the bread (vv. 22-27) 
 

 
 

 

ii. The origin of the bread (vv. 28-33) 
 

 
 

 

iii. The identity of the bread (vv. 34-51) 
 

 
 

 
iv. The requirement of the bread (vv. 52-59) 

 

 
 

 
c. The responses (vv. 60-71) 

 

 
i. Many disciples (vv. 60-66) 

 
 

 

 
ii. The Eleven (vv. 67-69) 

 
 

 
 

iii. Judas Iscariot (vv. 70-71) 

 
 

 
 

3. As the Light of the World (7:1—9:59) 

 
a. At the Feast of Tabernacles (7:1—8:59) 

 
 

 
i. Unbelief demonstrated before the feast (vv. 1-13) 
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� By His brothers (vv. 1-9) 
 

 

 
� By the multitude (vv. 10-13) 

 
 

 
ii. Unbelief demonstrated during the feast (vv. 14-36) 

 

 
 

� The teaching of Jesus (vv. 14-24) 
 

 

 
� The response of the multitude (vv. 25-36) 

 
 

 
iii. Unbelief demonstrated at the end of the feast (vv. 

37-53) 

 
 

 
� Jesus’ invitation to life (vv. 37-39) 

 

 
 

� The responses of the people (vv. 40-53) 
 

 

 
iv. The parenthesis of the adulteress woman (8:1-11) 

 
 

 
� The rest of the religious leaders (vv. 1-6) 

 

 
 

� The reply of Jesus (v. 7) 
 

 

 
� The forgiveness of the woman (vv. 8-11) 

 
 

 
v. The Light of the World discourse (8:12-59) 
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� The testimony of the two witnesses (vv. 12-20) 
 

 

 
� The tragedy of unbelief (vv. 21-30) 

 
 

 
� The truth of two origins (vv. 31-47) 

 

 
 

� The timelessness of Jesus (vv. 48-59) 
 

 

 
 

b. At the healing of the man born blind (9:1-41) 
 

i. The occasion for the miracle (vv. 1-2) 
 

 

 
ii. The declaration as the Light of the World (vv. 3-5) 

 
 

 

iii. The demonstration as the Light of the World (vv. 6-7) 
 

 
 

iv. The debate over the miracle (vv. 8-34) 

 
 

 
� By the neighbors (vv. 8-12) 

 
 

 

� Bt the Pharisees (vv. 13-34) 
 

 
 

v. The delineation of the miracle (vv. 35-41) 

 
 

 
 

 
 


